Lilydale Branch Tasmanian Regional Arts

President’s Report for 2011


The activities of the year have been documented each month in the Lilydale Progressive, so this report aims to summarise and celebrate an excellent year. 
Grant applications for the mural painted poles. 

We put in four applications for funding, and were successful with two, the Launceston City Council Community Grant of $2498.00 and the Tasmanian Community Fund Grant for $5843.23, together being amount of money needed to enable paintings representing themes and ideas relevant to our community being created before our very eyes in the main street of Lilydale. Bernadine Alting, the poles sub-committee and artists Leanne Hodgetts and Maggie Warren-Roberts will be very busy in 2012. 

Exhibitions

There were four very different exhibitions in 2011. The two travelling exhibitions provided by Tas Regional Arts were both very successfully held at Providence Vineyard thanks to the generosity of Stuart and Brenda Bryce in enabling Lilydale Arts the use of such a lovely exhibition space. The Quilts in March, with the theme of “what tickles your fancy” gave Annie Greig great scope for a grand opening speech and in November, the quirky MAID4T tea cosies. 
In October there were two exhibitions, one in the Old Library and the other in The Old Courthouse. The 150th Celebration exhibition curated by Bernadine Alting brought together items of history and remembrances of past arts activities in the Lilydale region and people who contributed so greatly over the years. The exhibition of works by students of the Jillian Weston School of Art was a startling reminder of how under the careful eye of an established artist and teacher, people of all ages can create the most extraordinary works. 

Lantern workshop and Lantern Walk
The highlight of the year for many was the Lantern Walk. This has been a core part of Arts Lilydale’s activities for many years now, and is greatly loved. It started with lantern making workshop on a cool Saturday morning in June and was coordinated gently and effectively by Jenny Scott. A few weeks later, around the winter solstice, the lanterns of over 300 people of all ages and stages were seen for miles around. Led by John Ralph on bagpipes, lanterns were bobbing up and down, snaking around the carefully swept Lilydale Falls pathway, around shimmering installations, next to burbling water and culminating in the excellent Lions club sausages and Arts Lilydale’s hot chocolate. So many people made that event happen – Jenny & Ian Scott, Jillian Weston and Ian Williams, all members of the committee and other supporters who turned up to help prepare the site. It was truly a joyful night. 

Musical Events

Having the new Performing Arts Centre at the Lilydale District School available for community use is an exciting development for Lilydale. In May, the Elanée Ensemble stunned a small audience with their virtuosity and musicianship in this new centre, then in October, at a screening of a sing-along version of The Sound of Music there was some rather shy singing interlaced with some unexpected nostalgia. The Performing Arts Centre is a great venue.

In November the Evandale Singers performed at a house concert – this was an experimental venue and it worked very nicely. 
The Pantomime in December was an absolute corker with actors, singers and audience all enjoying themselves hugely. Pulling such a successful musical and artistic event together took a playwright, musical director, producer and artistic director all co-existing in the one person in the indefatigable Brenda Bryce. An enthusiastic cast, enthusiastic singing from Valley Voices and expert keyboard work from Bob Richman all matched the enthusiasm of the audience. 
Lilydale Players rock!!
Peter Alting Memorial Art Prize
Three committee members were privileged to hear and see the artistic work and musical performances of students in the Lilydale District School but they had the hard task of decision-making. The strength of the support of the School for this prize and the importance of celebrating emerging artists as a remembrance of Peter Alting’s life and work is a very special part of Lilydale Arts’ purpose.  

Other adventures, discoveries and sorrows
· Alison Johnston took on the role of Treasurer in April; her work and her help to me to understand the finances was greatly appreciated as was that of Ian Scott, whom she replaced. 

· Thanks to the work of new member Margaret Treloar, we will have the ability to offer tax-deductibility to those people donating $2 or more to Lilydale Arts. Margaret also sorted out an aberrant ABN much to the relief of the committee. 

· Linked with the Tea Cosy exhibition was the competition for young and old to create the tea cosy to beat all tea cosies. The entries were marvellous, with many coming from the inspired students of Lilydale District School. 
· The Arts Lilydale fund-raising BBQ outside Gunns Hardware in the middle of June can only be described as heroic. Thanks to Ian Williams for his excellent organisation and to all members of the committee who nobly cooked snags and seduced passers-by to buy them. 

· Thanks to the advice and expert knowledge of Jayne Saddington of the Online Access Centre we have a Lilydale Arts website, and even a Lilydale TRA email address. This has been a voyage of discovery for all involved. 
· Arts Lilydale warmly welcomed the Upper Piper Arts & Crafts Cooperative, which opened its doors in November. It is an exciting venture and promotes the work of artists in the region,
· We were sorry to lose committee members Peter and Dianne Blockey who have headed back to warmer climes in Queensland. We were sorry, too to lose Carol Charlton who moved from the Lilydale area. She is a Life Member of Tas Regional Arts and over many decades has provided the energy and drive to promote arts activities in this region and across Tasmania. Vale Leila Robertson who passed away in 2011. She was the postmistress in Lilydale and despite her diminutive height, made great big things happen in the arts in and around the Lilydale region
And finally
Sincere thanks to new members to Lilydale Arts for joining in 2011 and for their support. Sincere thanks to all the many individual and organisations with whom Lilydale Arts joined forces in 2011 – among many were the Lions Club, The Fire Brigade, Lilydale Progress Association, Online Access Centre, Lilydale District School, Providence Vineyard, and of course Lilydale Players and Valley Voices. Special thanks to Brenda Bryce whose efficiency is awesome, in the proper sense of the word. Sincere thanks to all committee members of Lilydale Arts for their constant hard work, support of each other and of the Lilydale Arts activities and their generous good humour. 
Catherine Hamilton
Hon President 2011
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